GIPSY WORT, Lycopus europaeus L.

373. Gipsywort, Lycopus europceus L. (X i); a tall peren-
nial with the habit of mint; root-stock creeping; stems up to
3 ft. high, erect, very slightly hairy; leaves nearly sessile, opposite,
al}, coarsely toothed or
Jkulate, the lower pin-
nately divided near the
base almost to the midrib
(A, X i), glandular-pitted
on the lower surface,
otherwise nearly glabrous;
lateral nerves several,
prominent below, ending
in the teeth; flowers (B,
X 2J) bisexual or female,
numerous, sessile, in
dense axillary clusters;
calyx (C, X 2) 5-lobed,
lobes narrowly triangu-
lar, with rigid very sharp
paints; corolla(D, X 24)
^|ish-white, dotted with
ptitple, scarcely longer
than the calyx - lobes,
nearly equally 4-lobed
and almost quite regular
(actinomorphic), the inner
surface of the tube cov-
ered with vertical hairs
protecting the nectar from
rain; stamens 2, shortly
exserted from the corolla;
anthers (E, X 7) with 2
divergent loculi; vestiges
of two stamens between
the others; ovary (F, x 2i) of 4 very blunt lobes; style inserted
between the lobes of the ovary (gynobasic), 2~lobed; nutlets
(G, X 2i) truncate with thickened margins (family Labiatae).

The flowers may be bisexual or female, the latter generally
bfcing smaller. Nectar-guides in the form of red spots on the
3^ver lip ate provided, the nectar being secreted by the large
itifeshy base of the ovary. This is accessible to very short-
toneued insects, as the corolla-tube is short and wide,
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